i^'UoP.  ^  ^ 


e> 


s. 


j  ’SOUTH  WEST  SALOP  UNITED  DISTRICTS 

|  A  :  ‘^'-- ,  || '  / .  ■ ; 

|  afty 


11 


;  r 

mr 

w 

m 

m 

fj 

mi 


■  t:» 


m 

M 


wWy 


Wifi 

(iWU 


**#'*****'. 


, 

'yV».'  >'  '  ! 


■ntvyr'^*1',' 


(RtfL 


W'ftt' 

fsl  i 


m 


« 


'f..' , 

ife 

*1;. 

SX1,;  v. 


ffi!® 

fe'S 

I 

I 

M 

sHaVJ  *  \ 

Wa-v 


miv/i 

IWim 

SMi 


SPP^^fiPv 

1  •  '■ '  su)y,  f.u’v  V. 

iffii  *?i tUf- 1 ;; ;' '■ ; v ' Y ;),V 

Annual  Report 

WK-Vili>i ,:C'* ••  y 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1957 


Mm  a 

m-yfy- .  /  ’ 


n 


'r/t 


m: 


m 


[jT,  v '  >  iri 


NM 


fVft 


m 


BOROUGH  OF  BISHOP’S  CASTLE 
BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK 
URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  CHURCH  STRETTON 
RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  ATCHAM 
RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  CLUN 


' - 

— 


wmm 


I 


1 .  Public  Health  Officers  . 

2.  Introduction  . 

3.  Section  A.  General  and  Local  Statistics 


4 

6 


4.  Section  B.  Personal  Health  Services .  11 

5.  Section  C.  Environmental  Health  Services  in  the  Various 

Districts — Bishop’s  Castle,  Wenlock,  Church  Stretton, 
Atcham,  Clun  .  18 

6.  Section  D.  Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease  33 


Appendix  I.  Causes  of  Death  . 

II.  Inspections  under  Factory  Acts 


35 

36 


SOUTH  WEST  SALOP  UNITED  DISTRICTS 


Annual  Report 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1957 


BOROUGH  OF  BISHOP’S  CASTLE 
BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK 
URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  CHURCH  STRETTON 
RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  ATCHAM 
RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  CLUN 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

JAMES  L.  GREGORY,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  f.r.f.p.s.,  d.p.h.,  d.t.m.  &  hy.,  f.r.i.p.h.h.  ( Died  15/10/57). 

WILLIAM  HALL,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.obst.,  r.c.o.g.,  d.p.h. 

{Acting  M.O.H.  from  16/10/57) 

Public  Health  Inspectors 

Atcham  Rural  District 

|W.  H.  Purslow,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Chief  Inspector 
fD.  H.  Corfield,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Additional  Inspector 
fC  T.  Mabbott,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Additional  Inspector 

Borough  of  Bishop’s  Castle 
f*G.  E.  Fletcher,  Cert.  R.S.I. 

Church  Stretton  Urban  District 
t*H.  J.  Sleigh,  Cert.  R.S.I. 

Clun  Rural  District 

f*H.  Bramwell,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Chief  Inspector 
*D.  H.  Young,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Additional  Inspector 

Borough  of  Wenlock 

f  J.  L.  McFall,  Cert.  R.S.I. 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 

Bacteriologist:  Dr.  C.  A.  JONES 
Public  Health  Laboratory 
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fMeat  Inspector’s  Certificate  held. 

*Also  holds  the  Post  of  Surveyor  or  Assistant  Surveyor. 
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SOUTH  WEST  SALOP  UNITED  DISTRICTS 


24  St.  John’s  Hill, 

Shrewsbury 


To  The  Mayors,  Chairmen  and  Members  of  Councils 

of  the  United  South  West  Districts  of  Shropshire. 

My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Report  on  the  health  of  your  various  districts  for  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  December,  1957. 

I  was  very  pleased  to  be  able  to  help  the  Districts  during  the  period  of  Dr.  Gregory’s  illness 
which  regrettably  came  to  a  fatal  conclusion  on  the  15th  October,  1957,  and  I  was  subsequently 
honoured  by  your  confidence  in  allowing  me  to  act  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  after  his 
death,  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

The  mid-year  population  of  the  United  Districts  has  been  estimated  to  be  50,340,  an  increase 
of  1 10  over  the  figure  for  1956.  The  total  number  of  births  in  1957  was  786  and  deaths  numbered 
552. 

During  the  first  two  quarters  of  the  year  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  prevalent  in 
all  the  South-West  districts  and  the  total  number  of  cases  notified  were  approximately  three 
times  as  great  as  in  1956,  but  the  numbers  of  the  other  notifiable  diseases  notified  were  rather  less 
than  those  for  1956.  Details  of  the  incidence  of  the  notifiable  diseases  are  given  in  Section  D  of 
the  Report. 

Deaths  in  Infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  totalled  13  against  a  figure  of  22  in  1956. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  including  Leukaemia  numbered  94,  in  18  of  which  the  disease  was 
located  in  the  lung  or  bronchus.  All  18  cases  occurred  in  males. 

Accidents  accounted  for  24  deaths  during  the  year. 

The  “personal”  Health  Services  in  the  County  whilst  operated  by  the  County  Council  under 
the  Authority  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  must  be  of  great  interest  to  members  of 
District  Health  Committees,  and  I  have  therefore  given  details  of  the  work  undertaken  in  Section 
B  of  the  report. 

Councillors  will  be  aware  that  although  the  Ambulance  Service  is  operated  centrally,  there 
were  initially  a  number  of  Local  Ambulance  Sub-Committees  formed  to  consider  local  problems 
and  pass  recommendations  to  the  County  Council.  Some  of  these  local  Committees  have  passed 
out  of  existence  during  the  last  ten  years,  others  have  remained  in  being.  In  those  districts  where 
there  is  no  local  Ambulance  Committee  functioning  any  suggestions  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Service  or  complaints  on  the  operation  of  the  Service  could  well  be  brought  to  the  notice  of 
District  Health  Committees  for  discussion.  Any  relevant  matter  arising  from  the  discussion 
could  then  be  passed  on  to  the  County  Council  for  information  or  action.  In  this  way  through 
the  County  Medical  Officer  the  County  Health  Committee  would  be  kept  informed  of  local 
opinion  to  the  mutual  advantage  of  the  “customers”  and  the  Service  alike. 
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Although  I  have  used  the  Ambulance  Service  as  an  example  of  how  local  opinion  can  be  of 
considerable  value  to  the  County  Council  Committees  and  County  Council  staff  who  administer 
the  “personal  services”,  such  expressions  of  opinion  from  District  Health  Committees  on  other 
Health  Services  operated  by  the  County  Council  would  be  of  equal  value  also.  Whether  the 
Health  Services  are  “environmental”  and  operated  by  District  Councils  or  “personal”  and 
operated  by  the  County  Council,  the  ratepayers  are  the  same  people  for  whom  all  the  Services 
operate  and  the  closest  possible  spirit  of  co-operation  should  exist  between  the  County  Health 
Committee  and  the  District  Health  Committees  on  health  problems. 

I  should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his  interest 
and  encouragement  and  for  statistics  taken  from  his  Annual  Report,  and  my  appreciation  to  the 
Surveyors  and  Public  Health  Inspectors  in  the  Districts  for  the  help  they  have  so  willingly  given, 
in  particular  I  would  mention  Mr.  Purslow  of  Atcham  Rural  District  who  was  of  the  greatest 
assistance  during  the  very  difficult  period  of  Dr.  Gregory’s  illness  and  in  the  reorganisation  of  the 
work  following  his  death. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  HALL. 
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SECTION  A 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


Birth  Rate  . 

Death  Rate  . 

Still-Birth  Rate  . 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  . . . 


16.1 

11.5 

22.4 

23.0 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  SALOP 


Birth  Rate  . 

16.26 

Death  Rate  . 

10.2 

Still-Birth  Rate 

21.82 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate . 

26.06 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  BISHOP’S  CASTLE 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population— mid-1957 

1,250 

Area  (in  acres)  . 

1,865 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ... 

434 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District . 

£10,936 

Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate  . 

£44 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Births —  Legitimate 

5 

5 

10 

Illegitimate  . 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

5 

5 

10 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population = Crude  8.0;  Standardised  9.04 

Still  Births —  Legitimate  . 

1 

— 

1 

Illegitimate  . 

Still  Birth  Rate=90.9  per  1,000  total  births 

Deaths 

21 

6 

27 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  =  Crude  21.6;  Standardised  6.697 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — 


(a)  From  Puerperal  Sepsis . 

( b )  From  other  Puerperal  Causes... 

Totals  . 


Rate  per 
No.  of  1,000  live 
Deaths  Births 


Nil  Nil 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 


No.  of  Rate  per 
Deaths  1,000  live 
Births 

(a)  Legitimate  Infants  per  1 ,000  legi  timate  births ...  —  — 

(b)  Illegitimate  Infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  births  —  — 

(c)  All  Infants  per  1,000  total  live  births .  —  — 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population— 

-mid- 1957  ... 

15,050 

Area  (in  acres)  . 

22,657 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . 

4,424 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District . 

...  ... 

£119,536 

Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate . 

. 

£441 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Births —  Legitimate  . 

123 

120 

243 

Illegitimate  . 

5 

6 

11 

Totals  . 

128 

126 

254 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population = Crude  16.88;  Standardised  17.04 

Still  Births —  Legitimate . 

3 

2 

5 

Illegitimate  . 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Still  Birth  Rate  =19.3  per  1,000  total  births 

Deaths  . 

113 

98 

211 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population = 

=Crude  14.03;  Standardised  9.815 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — 

Rate  per 

No.  of 

1,000  live 

Deaths 

Births 

(a)  From  Puerperal  Sepsis . 

— 

— 

(b)  From  other  Puerperal  Causes . 

— 

— 

Totals  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

Rate  per 

No.  of 

1,000  live 

Deaths 

Births 

(a)  Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births. . . 

4 

16.46 

( b )  Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births 

1 

90.9 

(c)  All  Infants  per  1,000  total  live  births . 

5 

19.69 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  CHURCH  STRETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population — 

mid-1957  ... 

2,770 

Area  (in  acres)  . 

6,085 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . 

921 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District . 

£37,955 

Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate . 

£141 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Births —  Legitimate  . 

9 

20 

29 

Illegitimate  . 

1 

1 

2 

Totals  . 

10 

21 

31 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population = Crude  11.19;  Standardised  13.09 

Still  Births —  Legitimate  . 

_ 

_ 

— 

Illegitimate  . 

— 

— 

— 

Still  Birth  Rate=0.0  per  1,000  total  births 

Deaths —  . 

15 

25 

40 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  =  Crude  14.44;  Standardised  8.521 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — 

Rate  per 

No.  of 

1,000  live 

Deaths 

Births 

(a)  From  Puerperal  Sepsis . 

— 

— 

(b)  From  other  Puerperal  Causes  ... 

— 

— 

Totals  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age —  . . . 

Rate  per 

No.  of 

1,000  live 

Deaths 

Births 

(a)  Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births. . . 

— 

( b )  Illegitimate  Infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  births 

— 

— 

(c)  All  Infants  per  1,000  total  live  births . 

Nil 

Nil 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population — mid-1957  ...  22,030 

Area  (in  acres)  .  134,465 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,382 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District .  £141,840 

Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate .  £608 
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M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Births —  Legitimate  . 

162 

164 

326 

Illegitimate  . 

8 

6 

14 

Totals  . 

170 

170 

340 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population = Crude  15.44;  Standardised  16.82 

Still  Births —  Legitimate  . 

2 

2 

4 

Illegitimate  . 

— 

— 

— 

Still  Birth  Rate=11.6  per  1,000  total  births 

Deaths —  . 

102 

89 

191 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population = Crude  8.67;  Standardised  9.103 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes— 

(a)  From  Puerperal  Sepsis . 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000  live 
Births 

(b)  From  other  Puerperal  Causes . 

— 

— 

Totals  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Death  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

(a)  Legitimate  Infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  births . . . 

No.  of 
Deaths 

5 

Rate  per 
1000,  live 
Births 
15.34 

( b )  Illegitimate  Infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  births 

— 

— 

(c)  All  Infants  per  1,000  total  live  births . 

5 

14.71 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  CLUN  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population — mid- 

1957  ... 

9,240 

Area  (in  acres)  . 

.  .  ... 

132,512 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . 

2,739 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District . 

£44,180 

Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate . 

£172 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Births —  Legitimate  . 

68 

72 

140 

Illegitimate  . 

4 

7 

11 

Totals  . 

72 

79 

151 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population = Crude  16.34;  Standardised  18.79 
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Still  Births —  Legitimate  .  3  1  4 

Illegitimate  .  —  —  — 

Still  Birth  Rate  =25.8  per  1,000  total  births 


Deaths—  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51  36  87 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population = Crude  9.414;  Standardised  8.85 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — 


(a)  From  Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

(b)  From  other  Puerperal  Causes 

Totals  . 


Rate  per 
No.  of  1,000  live 
Deaths  Births 


Nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age —  Rate  per 

No.  of  1,000  live 
Deaths  Births 

(a)  Legitimate  Infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  births ...  3  2 1 .43 

(, b )  Illegitimate  Infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  births  —  — 

(c)  All  Infants  per  1,000  total  live  births .  3  19.86 


The  total  number  of  the  population  in  the  five  Districts  as  at  the  30th  June,  1957,  is  estimated 
by  the  Registrar-General  as  being  50,340.  This  figure  is  110  above  the  figure  given  for  1956. 

The  following  are  the  estimates  of  the  population  for  each  of  the  Districts  in  1957  and  the 
figures  for  the  years  1955  and  1956  are  also  given,  It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  an  increase  in  the 
figures  given  for  Atcham  R.D.  as  compared  with  the  figures  for  1956,  but  in  the  remaining 
districts  there  are  small  decreases. 


Increase 

Estimated  Population  or 


District — 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Decrease 

Atcham  R.D.  . 

21,400 

21,830 

22,030 

+200 

Bishop’s  Castle  M.B. 

1,280 

1,260 

1,250 

—10 

Church  Stretton  U.D. 

2,770 

2,780 

2,770 

—10 

Clun  R.D. 

9,320 

9,280 

9,240 

—40 

Wenlock  M.B.  . 

15,080 

15,080 

15,050 

—30 

49,850 

50,230 

50,340 

+  110 

South  West  Salop  United  Districts 

Total  estimated  population  .  50,340 

Total  area  in  acres  ...  ...  .  ...  •••  297,584 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  14,777 

Total  Rateable  Value  .  £354,447 

Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate .  £1,406 
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SECTION  B 

PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


These  Services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  under  the  authority  of  the  National 
Health  Services  Act,  1946. 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 


(a)  Child  Welfare  Centres 

Stone  House,  Bishop’s  Castle 
Victoria  Institute,  Broseley 
Silvester  Horne  Institute,  Church 

Stretton . 

Severn  Bank  House,  Ironbridge  . . . 

Church  Street,  Madeley  . 

British  Legion  Hall,  Much  Wenlock 
Public  Hall,  Pontesbury  . 


2nd  and  4th  Fridays. 

1st,  3rd  and  5th  Thursdays. 

1st  and  3rd  Thursdays. 
Fridays. 

Wednesdays. 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays. 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays. 


Attendances  at  these  Welfare  Centres  during  1957  were  as  follows: — 


Welfare  Centre 

Made  first  Attendance 
when  under  1  year 

Total  Cases 

- - - - 

Total  Attendances 

Bishop’s  Castle 

21 

70 

391 

Broseley 

47 

148 

656 

Church  Stretton 

41 

139 

625 

Ironbridge 

50 

129 

912 

Madeley 

52 

139 

1,031 

Much  Wenlock 

45 

98 

670 

Pontesbury 

48 

126 

666 

Ante-Natal  Clinics,  conducted  by  a  County  Council  Medical  Officer,  are  held  as  follows: — 

Ironbridge  . Fridays. 

Madeley  . .  ...  Wednesdays. 

A  General  Practitioner’s  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Madeley  Centre  every  Tuesday 
afternoon. 

(b)  Birth  Control  Clinics 

The  County  Council  hold  a  Birth  Control  Clinic  in  the  following  Welfare  Centres: — 

Ludlow:  1st  Wednesday  in  February,  April,  June,  September^ 

and  November.  I 

Shrewsbury:  2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays  each  month.  j  2-4  p.m. 

Wellington:  3rd  Wednesday  in  February,  April,  June,  September J 

and  November. 


(c)  Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  Illegitimate  Children 

Moral  Welfare  Workers  employed  by  the  Hereford  and  Lichfield  Diocesan  Associations 
(to  whom  the  County  Council  pay  annual  grants  of  £400  and  £545  respectively)  cover  the  District, 
being  based  in  Bridgnorth,  Ludlow  and  Shrewsbury  as  follows: — 

Miss  M.  U.  Ward,  13  East  Castle  Street,  Bridgnorth  (Bridgnorth  3185). 

Miss  G.  Leslie,  144  Corve  Street,  Ludlow  (Ludlow  257). 

Mrs.  C.  V.  Jones,  6  School  Chambers,  School  Gardens,  Shrewsbury  (Shrewsbury  4900). 

The  County  Council  also  gives  substantial  grants  to  two  Mother  and  Baby  Homes  affiliated 
to  the  Lichfield  Diocese,  but  within  the  County,  to  which  cases  from  any  County  District  may 
be  admitted. 

The  County  Council  also  has  a  contractual  arrangement  with  Herefordshire  for  the  ad¬ 
mission  of  cases  to  the  Hereford  Mother  and  Baby  Home. 

( d )  Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 

There  are  twenty-nine  distribution  points  in  the  area  from  which  supplies  of  National 
Welfare  Foods  (National  Dried  Milk,  Orange  Juice,  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Vitamin  A  and  D  tablets) 
can  be  obtained.  These  points  have  been  set  up  at  a  variety  of  places  including  Child  Welfare 
Centres,  Post  Offices,  local  shops  and  private  houses. 

There  are  fifteen  such  points  in  the  Atcham  Rural  District,  six  in  the  Clun  Rural  District, 
five  in  the  Borough  of  Wenlock,  two  in  Church  Stretton  Urban  District  and  one  in  the  Borough 
of  Bishop’s  Castle. 

Midwifery 

The  County  Council  employ  a  total  of  22  midwives  in  the  District.  Throughout  the  whole 
area  they  undertake  district  nursing  as  well  as  midwifery  duties. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  midwifery  work  carried  out  by  these  midwives 
during  1957: — 


Nursing 

District 

Total 

Confinements 

Total 

Domiciliary 

Visits 

Attendance  on  Discharged 
Institutional  Cases 

Cases 

Visits 

Alberbury 

7 

184 

15 

58 

Atcham 

20 

531 

27 

100 

Bishop’s  Castle 

18 

516 

10 

72 

Bomere  Heath 

33 

946 

12 

55 

Chirbury 

8 

233 

6 

21 

Church  Stretton 

17 

518 

25 

136 

Clun 

9 

246 

17 

68 

Clungunford 

7 

176 

7 

30 

Dorrington 

12 

369 

16 

71 

Ironbridge 

71 

2,112 

64 

193 

Kinnerley 

25 

740 

16 

90 

Longden 

17 

475 

21 

93 

Much  Wenlock 

13 

416 

4 

16 

Pontesbury 

17 

487 

27 

141 

Stiperstones 

14 

343 

14 

50 

Sundorne 

12 

311 

16 

50 

Westbury 

16 

416 

5 

49 

Wrockwardine 

12 

385 

12 

62 

The  Nursing  Districts,  comprising  groups  of  Parishes,  do  not  conform  to  the  boundary  of 
the  Combined  Districts  and  the  figures  given  above  therefore  will  include  many  cases  from  out¬ 
side  this  District.  (This  also  applies  to  the  figures  given  for  Home  Nursing). 
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Health  Visiting 

Five  full-time  Health  Visitors  are  employed  by  the  County  Council  in  the  combined  Districts. 
In  Bishop’s  Castle,  however,  the  two  District  Nurse-Midwives  employed  there  are  qualified 
Health  Visitors  and  they  undertake  health  visiting  duties  in  addition  to  their  district  nursing 
and  midwifery  duties. 

Home  Nursing 

As  stated  above,  the  midwives  employed  by  the  County  Council  in  the  Combined  Districts 
undertake  the  home  nursing  duties. 

Cases  attended  and  visits  made  during  1957  were  as  follows: — 


Nursing  District 

Home  Nursing  Cases 

Visits 

Alberbury 

87 

1,829 

Atcham 

68 

3,254 

Bishop’s  Castle 

113 

2,357 

Bomere  Heath 

112 

1,557 

Chirbury 

47 

391 

Church  Stretton 

299 

3,767 

Clun 

114 

2,843 

Clungunford 

39 

649 

Dorrington 

82 

1 ,085 

Ironbridge 

229 

5,155 

Kinnerley 

82 

857 

Longden 

68 

1,075 

Much  Wenlock 

65 

2,002 

Pontesbury 

47 

933 

Stiperstones 

37 

386 

Sundorne 

94 

1,427 

Westbury 

77 

1,033 

Wrockwardine 

70 

1.250 

Ambulance  Service 

The  Central  Ambulance  Depot  is  at  Abbey  Foregate,  Shrewsbury,  and  the  Telephone 
Number  is  Shrewsbury  6331.  There  are  the  following  subsidiary  stations  at  Bishop  s  Castle  and 
at  Much  Wenlock — in  the  South  West  Salop  area.  At  the  end  of  the  year  1957  there  were  14 
ambulances  at  Shrewsbury,  1  dual  purpose  vehicle,  and  6  cars  for  sitting  cases.  At  Bishop  s 
Castle  and  at  Much  Wenlock  there  was  one  ambulance  at  each  place. 

During  the  year  1957  the  following  journeys  were  made  by  ambulances  and  the  number 
of  miles  is  also  given  and  the  number  of  patients  carried. 

y\rea  Journeys  Patients  Miles 

Bishop’s  Castle  .  174  689  9,6( )1 

Much  Wenlock  .  338  611  9,764 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Protection  is  offered,  in  particular  to  pre-school  children,  school  children,  and  in  special 
circumstances  to  others,  against  Smallpox,  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria,  Tetanus  and  Polio¬ 
myelitis  and  to  thirteen-year  old  children  against  Tuberculosis. 

The  immunisation  procedure  is  carried  out  in  many  cases  by  General  Medical  Practitioners, 
and  by  School  Medical  Officers  in  Clinics  and  Schools. 

The  following  tables  give  the  numbers  of  children  from  the  Rural  District  who  have  availed 

themselves  of  the  facilities  offered. 
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Primary  Immunisation  against  Tetanus 


Atcham 

R. 

Bishop’s 

Castle 

Church 

Stretton 

Clun 

R. 

Wenlock 

B. 

County  Council  Medical  Officers 

24 

2 

2 

6 

43 

General  Practititioners 

139 

10 

32 

43 

74 

Totals 

163 

12 

34 

49 

117 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 


Atcham 

R. 

Bishop’s 

Castle 

Church 

Stretton 

Clun 

R. 

Wenlock 

B. 

County  Council  Medical  Officers 

135 

9 

2 

11 

— 

General  Practitioners 

66 

3 

21 

35 

68 

Totals 

201 

12 

23 

46 

68 

Primary  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 


Atcham 

R. 

Bishop’s 

Castle 

Church 

Stretton 

Clun 

R. 

Wenlock 

B. 

County  Council  Medical  Officers 

28 

2 

4 

9 

90 

General  Practitioners 

180 

19 

29 

87 

111 

Totals 

208 

21 

33 

96 

201 

Re-Immunisations  against  Diphtheria 


Atcham 

R. 

Bishop’s 

Castle 

Church 

Stretton 

Clun 

R. 

Wenlock 

B. 

County  Council  Medical  Officers 

179 

2 

6 

22 

215 

General  Practitioners 

137 

10 

24 

21 

32 

Totals 

316 

12 

30 

43 

247 

Primary  Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough 


Atcham 

R. 

Bishop’s 

Castle 

Church 

Stretton 

Clun 

R. 

Wenlock 

B. 

County  Council  Medical  Officers 

24 

1 

2 

8 

63 

General  Practitioners 

171 

12 

30 

80 

113 

Totals 

195 

13 

32 

88 

176 
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Primary  Vaccination  against  Smallpox 


Atcham 

R. 

Bishop’s 

Castle 

Church 

Stretton 

Clun 

R. 

Wenlock 

B. 

County  Council  Medical  Officers 

14 

2 

5 

— 

40 

General  Practitioners 

197 

21 

53 

61 

116 

Totals 

211 

23 

58 

61 

156 

B.C.G.  VACCINATION  1957 


School 

Consent 

Forms 

given 

out 

Refusals 

No.  of 
Consents 
Presen¬ 
ted 

No.  of 
Children 
Skin 
tested 

Skin  Test 
Readings 

No. 

Vac- 

cinated 

Re-Mantoux 

Positive 

Negative 

Positive 

Negative 

Acton  Burnell  Convent 

10 

— 

10 

10 

— 

10 

10 

10 

— 

Asterley 

3 

— 

3 

3 

— 

3 

3 

3 

— 

Bedstone  Court 

11 

— 

11 

11 

6 

5 

5 

5 

— 

Bishop’s  Castle  High 

91 

11 

80 

67 

10 

52 

52 

19 

— 

Broseley 

9 

— 

9 

9 

1 

8 

6 

3 

— 

Church  Stretton 
Modern 

57 

4 

53 

51 

13 

38 

38 

33 

— 

Cleobury  Mortimer 
Modern 

86 

5 

81 

79 

21 

56 

56 

29 

Coalbrookdale  High 

98 

9 

89 

86 

30 

56 

56 

56 

— 

Hanwood 

8 

— 

8 

8 

— 

8 

8 

7 

— 

Lea  Cross 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Refused 

B.C.G. 

Madeley  Modern 

272 

17 

255 

229 

78 

142 

142 

78 

2 

Minsterley 

12 

2 

10 

10 

1 

9 

9 

8 

— 

Much  Wenlock 
Modern 

162 

10 

152 

149 

57 

92 

91 

43 

— 

Pontesbury  Modern 

74 

5 

69 

66 

21 

39 

39 

37 

— 

Westbury 

6 

1 

5 

5 

— 

5 

5 

5 

- * 

Worthen  Stiperstones 

5 

1 

4 

4 

1 

3 

3 

3 

— 
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Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care 

(a)  All  home  nurses  and  midwives  hold  a  small  supply  of  minor  articles  of  nursing  equipment 
such  as  hot  water  bottles,  air  rings,  bed  pans,  and  feeding  cups,  for  loan  to  patients  being  nursed 
at  home. 

( b )  The  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  falls  to  Regional  Hospital  Boards  to  provide  in  the  way 
of  Sanatoria  and  Chest  Clinics,  but  the  preventive  and  after  care  side  cf  the  work  is  shared  between 
the  Hospital  Boards  and  Local  Health  Authorities.  The  County  Council  for  their  share,  provide 
open-air  Shelters  where  required.  They  also  join  with  Regional  Boards  in  making  from  time  to 
time,  local  arrangements  for  Miniature  Mass  Radiography  Surveys,  and  through  their  Health 
Visitors  undertake  a  considerable  amount  of  follow-up  work  with  patients.  Extra  nourishment 
may  in  necessitous  cases  be  provided. 

(c)  Arrangements  are  made  under  this  section  for  the  convalescence  of  persons  not  requiring 
special  medical  or  nursing  care. 

(d)  Through  their  Mental  Health  Officers  and  Health  Visitors  the  County  Council  are 
responsible  for  the  supervision  in  their  own  homes  of  mentally  handicapped  persons  and  also 
for  helping  general  medical  practitioners  to  secure  hospital  treatment  for  those  persons  who 
become  mentally  unbalanced. 

Domestic  Help 

This  area  is  for  the  most  part  served  from  three  Home  Help  Offices.  The  Shrewsbury  Office, 
which  is  open  daily,  deals  with  the  majority  of  the  cases  in  the  Atcham  Rural  District.  There 
is  an  office  in  Church  Stretton,  open  on  Monday  mornings  and  Thursday  afternoons,  whilst  the 
cases  in  the  Clun  Rural  District  are  served  from  the  Ludlow  Home  Help  Office  which  is  open 
on  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  afternoons.  A  few  cases  on  the  eastern  borders  of  the 
Atcham  Rural  District  may  fall  to  be  dealt  with  by  either  the  Wellington  or  the  Bridgnorth 
Home  Help  Offices. 

The  table  below  gives  particulars  of  the  52  cases  in  the  area  who  received  help  under  the 
County  Council’s  Home  Help  Scheme  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1957: — 


District 

Type  of  Case 

Totals 

Aged  and 
Chronic 
Sick 

Maternity 

Temporary 

Illness 

Post 

Operative 

Tuberculous 

Persons 

Atcham  Rural 

20 

8 

4 

1 

2 

35 

Church  Stretton 

5 

1 

1 

1 

— 

8 

Clun  Rural 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Totals 

34 

9 

5 

2 

2 

52 

Hospital  Service 

Complementary  to  the  Health  Services  provided  by  the  County  Council  under  the  provisions 
of  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  Hospital  and  Specialist  Services  are  provided 
by  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board  under  the  provisions  of  Part  II  of  the  Act. 

The  United  Districts  are  reasonably  well  supplied  with  hospitals  under  the  Nos.  15  and  16 
Hospital  Management  Committees,  and  by  Consultants  based  on  the  principal  hospitals  but  who 
hold  Specialist  Clinics  at  many  of  the  smaller  hospitals  in  the  area. 
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For  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  Tuberculosis,  Chest  Clinics  are  held  at  Copthorne  H  - 
pital,  Shrewsbury,  and  at  Wellington,  whilst  for  patients  from  the  South  of  the  Districts  a  Chest 
Clinic  is  held  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  each  month  at  1 1  a.m.  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Clifton- 
ville,  Dinham,  Ludlow.  Although  this  clinic  is  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  it  is  for 

convenience  held  at  the  County  Council’s  Centre.  . .  ,  w.i,,sr 

Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Surveys  are  undertaken  from  time  to  time  by  the  Wolver¬ 
hampton  Mass  Radiography  Unit,  but  no  such  public  surveys  were  undertaken  within  the 
area  of  the  United  Districts  during  the  current  year. 


Venereal  Diseases  Clinic 

This  Clinic  is  held  at  1  Belmont,  Shrewsbury,  and  is  provided  by  the  Shrewsbury  Group 
Hospital  Management  Committee  as  part  of  the  hospital  and  specialist  services.  The  Medical 
Officers  in  charge  are  Dr.  J.  P.  G.  Rogerson  and  Dr.  E.  M.  McCarter.  The  Clinic  also  serves 
the  neighbouring  Counties  of  Montgomeryshire  and  Radnorshire. 

The  times  of  sessions  at  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  are  now  as  follows:— 


Males 
Females  .. 


Tuesdays  and  Fridays 

Mondays  . 

Thursdays . 


6 — 8  p.m. 

3.30 — 5.30  p.m. 
5 — 7  p.m. 


Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  Royal  Salop  Infirmary  is  extensively  used  for  the  bac¬ 
teriological  examination  of  water,  milk  and  ice  cream.  *  i  ct 

Chemical  analyses  of  water  samples  and  sewage  effluents  are  made  by  the  Public  Analyst 

3.X,  Chester 

Good  laboratory  facilities  are  very  necessary  to  the  work  of  the  Health  Department,  and  I 
should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  Dr.  A.  C.  Jones  of  the  Shrewsbury  Laboratory  and  his  staff 
for  their  assistance,  in  particular  perhaps  for  their  invaluable  advice  when  some  bacteriologica 
or  epidemiological  problem  arises. 
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SECTION  C 

ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

This  part  of  the  Report  deals  with  water  supplies,  sewage  disposal,  public  cleansing,  rodent 
control,  and  the  inspection  of  Factories  and  Workshops  and  Housing  and  Food  Inspection. 
Particulars  of  these  matters  have  been  supplied  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  the  Surveyors 
in  the  Districts  and  I  would  like  to  thank  them  for  the  help  they  have  given. 

BOROUGH  OF  BISHOP’S  CASTLE 

Water  Supplies 

The  whole  of  the  district  is  served  by  water  from  springs  situated  at  Maesgwyn  which  is  6^ 
miles  out  of  the  Borough.  The  quantity  available  is  always  inadequate  and  the  supply  to  the 
consumers  is  always  restricted  between  the  hours  of  8  p.m.  and  7  a.m.  During  the  dry  Summer 
months  the  position  was  one  of  desperation  as  the  storage  was  continually  less  than  6  hours’ 
demand.  In  July  the  Council  had  to  implement  its  ‘Emergency  Scheme’  and  call  on  the  Army 
Authorities  to  assist  in  transporting  water  in  bulk  into  the  system.  This  was  necessary  as  the 
storage  fell  to  Nil  but  the  primary  cause  was  the  trespass  of  many  cattle  into  one  of  the  chief 
watercourses  from  where  the  water  is  collected,  its  subsequent  contamination  and  the  necessity 
to  divert  this  water  to  waste. 

During  the  year  50  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  Corporation’s  system — either  before 
or  after  treatment — and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  Of  these  27  were  classed 
as  Unsatisfactory.  In  addition  to  the  filtration  and  chlorination  that  is  carried  out  before  the 
water  enters  the  Borough’s  distribution  mains,  in  addition  chlorination  was  instigated  at  the 
point  of  collection  at  Maesgwyn,  to  give  some  protection  to  the  consumers  who  draw  off  en  route 
to  the  treatment  works.  The  contamination  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  water  travels  along  many 
hundred  yards  of  open  watercourse  before  it  enters  the  collection  chamber  and  cattle  and  wild 
life  have  access  to  it  at  some  points.  Due  to  the  nature  of  this  pollution  it  is  difficult  and  some¬ 
times  impossible  to  guarantee  a  sterile  water  to  the  consumer  as  the  present  system  does  not 
include  a  point  where  the  water  may  be  held  and  treated.  There  is  a  constant  flow  through. 

No  samples  were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis. 

The  proposed  new  water  scheme  for  the  Borough  is  progressing  as  well  as  the  formalities  will 
allow,  The  borehole  was  drilled  and  tested  and  proved  capable  of  yielding  a  safe  quantity  of 
200,000  gallons  per  day.  The  final  part  of  the  scheme  is  the  construction  of  head  works  and  a 
pumping  main  to  the  existing  reservoir.  The  Ministry’s  private  inquiry  into  this  has  been  held 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  scheme  will  be  completed  by  September  1958  at  the  latest,  as  it  is 
essential  that  additional  water  is  available  for  the  new  County  High  School  that  will  open  on  that 
date. 

The  number  of  properties  supplied  with  piped  water  is  385. 

Four  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  private  wells  and  each  proved  to  be  bacteriologically 
unsatisfactory.  These  were  taken  in  the  hope  that  the  water  might  be  used  to  supplement  the 
Town  supply  if  needed,  but  the  idea  was  not  pursued. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

A  weekly  collection  of  refuse  is  made  throughout  the  Borough  by  a  private  contractor 
assisted  by  Council  labour.  The  vehicle  employed  is  an  open  lorry  and  severe  nuisances  were 
created  in  the  windy  weather  due  to  dust  and  litter.  A  tarpaulin  sheet  and  framework  was  pro¬ 
vided  but  this  is  not  successful  as  it  hampers  loading  operations  and  is  consequently  discarded  by 
the  men.  The  provision  of  a  proper  dustless  loading  vehicle  is  an  essential  necessity  for  future 
consideration. 
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The  tip  at  The  Moat  which  was  in  use  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  taking  on  strange 
proportions  and  tWs  was  levelled  by  the  employment  of  a  bulldozer.  Consequently  it  was ;  found 
that  the  tip  was  full  and  so  tipping  was  discontinued.  Anew  site ^as  found tin l  the  Chin  RX).C 

district  at  Hetfield  and  this  old  quarry  was  kindly  given  to  the  C.011""1  ^exceed 

is  well  isolated  and  no  complaints  of  nuisances  have  been  received  but  its  life  will  not  exceed 

three  years.  No  vermin  have  so  far  been  discovered. 


Sewage  Disposal  , 

The  Borough  is  sewered  for  the  greater  part  and  the  disposal  works  are  situated  at  the  lowest 
noint  of  the  Borough  The  existing  plant,  although  good  in  design,  is  totally  worn  out  and  the 
majority  of  the  machinery  is  not  forking.  The  Council  haye  prepared  a  reconstruction  scheme 
to  enlarge  and  improve  the  works  and  a  tender  has  been  provisionally  accepted.  The  work  shou 
be  complete  before  next  Summer.  Again,  this  is  essential  as  the  new  C H«hS*hool  ™  1 
increase  the  auantity  of  sewage  to  be  dealt  with  and  this  comes  into  use  by  September  next. 
There  are  379  premises  at  present  connected  to  the  sewer.  No  extension  to  the  sewerage 

system  has  taken  place  in  1957. 


Inspections  and  Visits 

Housing  . 

Water  supply  . 

„  distribution 

„  samples  . 

Tips  . 

Accumulations  . 

Work  in  progress 
Improvement  Grants 

Mortuary . 

Drainage  . 

Market  . 

Public  conveniences 

Butcher’s  shop  . 

Preserved  food  store 

Bakehouse  . 

Slaughterhouses . 

Animals  examined:  Oxen  114; 


208 

Interviews  ... 

58 

Sewage  Works 

132 

Rodent  control 

59 

Petroleum  stores 

35 

Movable  dwellings 

3 

Factories  ... 

183 

Cinema 

37 

Watercourses 

1 

Infectious  disease 

31 

37 

133 

1 

1 

1 

126 

526;  Pigs  147. 


85 

26 

1 

10 

7 
4 
1 

8 
1 


Food  Condemned 

Ox  head 
Ox  liver 


Ox  heart 


23  lbs.  ...  Tuberculosis 

12  lbs.  ...  Distomatosis 

14  lbs.  ...  Tuberculosis 

16  lbs.  ...  Abscesses 

1 2  lbs .  ...  Echinococcus 

16  lbs.  ...  Distoma  Hepaticum 

14  lbs.  ...  Multiple  abscesses 

19  lbs.  ...  Tuberculosis 

13  lbs.  ...  Bacterial  necrosis 

11  lbs.  ...  Bacterial  necrosis 

5  lbs.  ...  Pericarditis 


19 


Ox  diaphragm 

...  ... 

1  lb.  ... 

Inflammation 

55  ... 

...  ... 

4  lbs. 

Inflammation 

Ox  stomachs  and  intestines 

30  lbs.  ... 

Tuberculosis 

Ox  mesentery 

18  lbs.  ... 

Tuberculosis 

Pig’s  lungs . 

2  lbs. 

Pneumonia 

55  *  *  *  *  *  * 

2  lbs.  ... 

Pneumonia 

Sheep’s  carcase 

...  ... 

30  lbs.  ... 

Bruising 

55  ••• 

...  ... 

26  lbs.  ... 

Emaciation 

Sheep’s  lungs 

2  lbs.  ... 

Congestion 

55  *  *  * 

...  ... 

1  lb.  ... 

Pneumonia 

Sheep’s  liver 

1  lb.  ... 

Echinococcus 

Bacon 

16  lbs.  ... 

Bone  taint 

Complaints  made  at  the  Office 

26 

Notices  Served  :  Informal 

1 

Formal 

Nil 

CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

114 

Nil 

Nil 

526 

147 

Number  examined 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 

114 

Nil 

Nil 

526 

147 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organs 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

were  condemned  ... 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  infected 
with  disease  other  than  tuber- 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

2 

culosis  or  cysticerci 

Tuberculosis  only 

7.01 

— 

— 

0.95 

1.36 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organs  were 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

affected  with  tuberculosis 
Cysticercosis 

2.63 

Number  of  carcases  affected 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  HANDLERS 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955 

There  has  been  no  serious  enforcement  of  these  Regulations  in  the  District  but,  due  to  the 
compactness  of  the  district,  a  daily  watch  can  be  kept  on  the  premises  concerned  for  any 
contravention  affecting  the  handling,  etc.  of  food. 

Meat 

100%  of  all  the  animals  killed  in  the  District  and  subsequently  offered  for  sale  are  examined. 
There  were  4  licenced  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  but  only  one  was  in  regular  use.  The 
condition  of  two  of  these  premises  was  quite  satisfactory  but  the  others  would  have  to  be  reno¬ 
vated  before  slaughtering  could  recommence. 
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Milk 

There  are  two  dairy  farms  in  the  Borough  and  the  owners  are  producer/retailers  under 
licence  granted  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  These  two  sources  supply 
the  whole  of  the  milk  consumed  in  the  Borough.  All  the  milk  sold  is  Tuberculin  Tested. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  milk  samples  as  there  has  not  been  an  occasion  when 
the  biological  purity  of  any  supply  was  questioned  in  relation  to  tuberculosis  or  brucellosis. 


jce  (^rcjiiu 

No  ice  cream  is  produced  in  the  District  and  there  are  7  premises  licenced  for  the  sale  and 

storage  of  prepacked  ice  cream. 

No  samples  were  taken  during  1957  by  the  Council. 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  . 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council . 

Number  of  houses  completed  in  the  year  1957: 

Council  houses . 

Private  houses  •••  •••  •••  •••  ***  ***  •  •  •  •  •  •  ***  *** 

Number  of  houses  in  course  of  construction  as  at  31st  December,  1957  (Council  and 

private)  . .  . 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  applied  for  and  granted ... 

Number  of  houses  condemned  as  unfit  . 

Number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year  . •  •  . 

Number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  as  at  31st  December,  1957  ...  ... 

Number  of  additional  units  of  accommodation  provided  by  the  conversion  ot  older 
houses  . 


432 

80 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

14 

Nil 


BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK 

The  main  piped  supplies  to  the  Borough  are  under  the  control  of  the  East  Shropshire  Water 

25  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  from  the  main  supplies,  3  of  which  were  slightly  below 

27  samples  were  taken  from  private  water  supplies,  the  results  varying  from  satisfactory  to 

C)ne  very  unsatisfactory  supply  is  that  supplying  a  number  of  houses  in  Farley,  Much 
Wenlock.  Samples  from  this  supply  consistently  indicate  a  badly  polluted  water  supply,  and  it  is 
felt  that  the  East  Shropshire  Water  Board  should  give  urgent  consideration  to  providing  a  main 
supply  of  water  to  this  area. 

Rodent  Control  .  .  „  ,  f 

One  Rodent  Operator  is  employed,  spending  two  thirds  of  his  time  in  the  Borough  ot 

Wenlock  and  one  third  with  Bridgnorth  Borough.  The  number  of  contracts  for  Rodent  Control 
increased  during  the  year  from  14  to  24.  The  following  visits  were  made  for  inspection  and 

treatment. 


Premises 

Visits 

Private  dwellings . 

558 

Business  premises . 

72 

Agricultural  premises  . 

1 82 

Council  properties  . 

232 

T otal  number  of  contracts 

24 

21 


Housing 


Persons 

Families 

Houses  demolished  3  . 

displaced 

displaced 

13 

2 

Houses  closed  25  . 

29 

8 

Defects  remedied: 

by  informal  action  . 

22 

by  formal  action  P.H.A. 

2 

by  formal  action  H.A . 

2 

Meat  Inspected 


Carcases  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

No.  inspected  ... 

78 

10 

— 

489 

288 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

_ 

_ 

Some  part  or  organ  condemned  ... 

5 

_ 

_ 

1 

16 

Percentage  affected  . 

6.4 

— 

— 

0.2 

5.5 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Some  part  or  organ  condemned  .. 

— 

_ 

2 

Percentage  affected  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0.69 

Cysticercosis 

No  carcases  were  found  to  be  affected 


Ice  Cream 

All  ice  cream  sold  in  the  Borough  is  manufactured  elsewhere.  No  samples  were  taken  during 
the  year. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

An  endeavour  was  made  during  the  year  to  visit  food  premises  in  the  Borough  to  ensure 
that  these  regulations  are  observed.  Only  a  small  proportion  were  visited,  however,  since  other 
duties  prevented  the  one  Inspector  giving  more  attention  to  this  important  work.  The  visits 
which  have  been  made  and  the  subsequent  action  taken  indicate  the  urgent  necessity  for  more 
attention  to  be  given  to  this  matter.  For  a  similar  reason  no  record  of  food  premises  has  ever 
existed  in  the  department  and  it  has  not  been  possible  to  complete  the  record  now  being  compiled. 

Number  of  houses  completed  in  1957: 

Council  houses  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  .  8 

Private  houses  . Numbers  not  available 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  applied  for  and  granted .  19 

Number  of  units  of  accommodation  provided  by  the  conversion  of  older  houses  . . .  Nil 

Number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  as  at  31st  December,  1957 .  576 

Number  of  houses  closed  during  year  .  25 

Number  of  houses  demolished  during  year...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  CHURCH  STRETTON 

Water  Supplies 

Supplies  were  adequate  throughout  the  year.  The  re-organisation  of  water  undertakings 
was  considered  on  many  occasions.  Church  Stretton  is  fortunate  in  having  an  adequate  supply 
with  ample  storage  of  nearly  10  million  gallons.  This  supply,  supplemented  by  a  borehole  is 
sufficient  for  the  foreseeable  development  of  Church  Stretton.  The  scheme  was  very  costly  at  its 
inception  50  years  ago  but  the  high  loan  charges  are  now  coming  to  an  end  and  it  seems  unfortu¬ 
nate  that  at  a  time  when  water  rates  can  be  reduced  appreciably  and  the  council  are  in  a.  position 
to  modernise  some  of  the  older  plant  and  mains,  the  undertaking  may  have  to  be  amalgamated 
with  other  authorities  that  are  not  in  the  same  good  financial  position.  No  further  progress  was 
made  with  schemes  because  of  the  re-organisation. 


Purity. — Results  of  sampling:  „  .  „ 

Total  samples  Satisfactory 

Town  Brook  .  12  8 

New  Pool  .  6  " 

All  Stretton .  6  4 

Totals  .  24  18 


Unsatisfactory 

4 

2 

6 


Complaints  were  made  during  the  year  of  insect  life  in  the  water.  A  great  deal  of  time  was 
spent  in  trying  to  eliminate  this  and  it  was  found  to  be  caused  by  a  dilapidated  leaking  service  pipe 
that  was  not  the  responsibility  of  the  water  undertaking. 


Refuse  Collection,  etc. 

Collection  is  made  weekly  throughout  the  district  and  disposal  is  by  tipping  at  Minton. 
The  tip  has  been  on  fire  for  a  number  of  years  and  occasionally  caused  a  smoke  nuisance  to 
properties  about  quarter  of  a  mile  away.  It  is  proving  impossible  to  extinguish  this  fire,  severa 
attempts  have  been  made  and  it  may  be  necessary  to  abandon  the  tip  and  find  a  fresh  site,  ip 
dressings  were  applied  during  hot  weather  to  destroy  fly  larvae  and  the  rodent  operative  treated 

the  tip  regularly  to  prevent  rats  breeding.  ... 

No  collection  of  night  soil  is  made  as  the  number  of  privies  in  the  district  is  too  small.  A 
private  contractor  makes  regular  journeys  emptying  cesspools  particularly  in  All  Stretton  w  ere 
there  are  no  sewers  and  facilities  are  given  to  him  to  dispose  sludge  at  the  Council  s  Sewage  WorKs. 

Sewage  Disposal 

Church  Stretton  is  sewered  gravitationally  to  the  Sewage  Works  at  Minton.  The  estimated 
number  of  houses  connected  to  the  sewers  is  714.  The  conditions  of  the  sewers  and  disposal  works 
continue  to  be  the  cause  of  some  concern  and  the  Severn  River  Board  complained  of  the  ettluen  . 

Owing  to  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  site  for  disposal  at  All  Stretton  the  Council  s  Consulting 
Engineers,  A.  H.  S  Waters  and  Partners,  were  asked  to  consider  the  possibility  of  pumping  all 
Stretton  sewage  into  Church  Stretton  sewers  and  improving  the  existing  sewage  disposal  works. 
During  the  year  exploratory  work  on  these  lines  was  carried  out.  Night  tests  were  made  to  measure 
infiltration  and  test  boreholes  were  made  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  sub  soil.  A  report  was 
submitted  to  the  Council  who  decided  to  proceed  with  a  scheme  to  sewer  All  Stretton  and  pump 
the  sewage  to  Church  Stretton,  to  renew  the  principal  sewers  in  Church  Stretton  many  of  which 
are  laid  in  peat  and  are  leaking  and  to  build  a  new  disposal  works  on  the  present  site.  1  he  es  i- 
mated  cost  of  this  scheme  is  £160,000  and  the  Engineers  are  preparing  the  necessary  details  tor 
submission  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 
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Public  Health  Inspector’s  Visits 

The  following  visits  were  made  during  the  year: 

Housing  Inspections  including  revisits  ...  54 

Housing  Applications  .  43 

Infectious  diseases .  8 

Drainage  .  16 

Nuisances  and  Complaints  .  21 

Food  premises  .  12 

Food  inspections  .  24 


No  statutory  notices  were  served  during  the  year.  Four  informal  notices  were  served. 
Certificates  as  to  means  of  escape  from  fire  were  issued  to  two  factories  during  the  year. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

The  following  food  premises  are  in  the  district: — 


Food  Premises — 

Food  Shops  . 

Public  Houses  . 

Bakehouses  . 

Butchers  . 

Wholesale  Food  Warehouse 
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9 

2 

5 

1 


School  canteens 

Cafes . 

Fried  Fish  Shops 
Chemists’  Shops 


2 

7 

1 

3 


Meat  Inspections 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  district.  Inspections  were  made  of  meat  in  shops  but  it 
was  not  necessary  to  condemn  any. 

Food  Inspections 

The  following  food  was  condemned  during  the  year: — 

457  tins  of  food  (mostly  decomposition). 

Milk 

There  are  four  retailers  in  the  district  who  only  sell  Sterilised,  Pasteurised,  Tuberculin  Tested, 
and  Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  Milk.  No  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  although 
investigations  were  made  at  the  source  as  regards  one  case  of  Undulant  Fever. 

Ice  Cream 

There  are  no  producers  in  the  district  but  14  retailers  of  pre-packed  ice  cream.  No  samples 
were  taken  during  the  year. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council . 

Number  of  houses  completed  in  1957: 

Council  houses  . 

Private  Houses  . 

Number  of  houses  in  course  of  construction  as  at  31st  December,  1957 

Council  houses  . 

Private  houses  .  . 

Number  of  additional  units  of  accommodation  provided  by  the  conversion 
houses  into  flats  ... 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  applied  for  and  granted . 

Number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  as  at  31st  December,  1957... 


of  older 


917 

149 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

2 

1 

1 

57 
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ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Water  Supplies 

Water  main  extensions  in  the  Rowton,  Alberbury,  Halfway  House,  Stanford  and  Wollaston 
areas  were  completed  and  put  in  commission. 

During  1957  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  issued  a  licence  to  the  Council 
permitting  them  to  abstract  water  from  a  borehole  to  be  sunk  at  Alberbury.  Tenders  were  ob¬ 
tained  for  sinking  the  borehole. 

The  water  supply  system  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Condover  previously  privately  owned  was 
taken  over  by  the  Council. 

Proposals  for  the  provision  of  33  miles  of  water  main  to  be  supplied  from  sources  at  Condover 
and  Uckington  were  approved  by  the  Council  and  a  Local  Inquiry  was  held  by  the  Ministry 
in  connection  with  the  proposals. 

As  a  temporary  means  of  supplying  water  to  the  village  of  Cardington  negotiations  were 
carried  out  with  the  Salop  County  Council  for  the  use  of  a  borehole  which  had  been  sunk 
to  supply  water  to  County  Council  property. 

No  shortage  of  supplies  from  the  Council’s  two  main  supplies  were  experienced  during  the 
year.  The  Surveyor  (Mr.  J.  R.  Sockett)  has  supplied  the  following  figures  with  regard  to  the 
present  number  of  properties  connected  to  the  supplies  or  getting  the  water  from  standpipes: 


Keys  to  Standpipes 
Domestic  Connections 
Metered  Supplies  ... 


Total  number  Properties 

of  properties  connected 

served  during  the  year 

663  4 

2,392  98 

861  48 


Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal 

During  the  year  extensions  were  carried  out  to  the  Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal  plant  at  the 
village  of  Atcham. 

Extensions  were  carried  out  to  Ford  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

A  fortnightly  collection  of  refuse  is  made  over  most  of  the  district  except  in  the  case  of  isol¬ 
ated  dwellings,  where  a  less  frequent  collection  is  made.  Three  vehicles  are  used  one  a  Com- 
pressmore”  type  of  12-20  cu.  yds.,  another,  a  “Derby”  type  of  15  cu.  yds.,  and  an  older  side¬ 
loading  type  of  7  cu.  yds. — the  latter  is  now  due  for  replacement.  There  are  three  drivers  and  five 
loaders.  During  the  year  most  of  the  refuse  was  deposited  in  the  tip  at  Old  Woods  which  is  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  district  and  rather  far  away  from  many  of  the  villages.  Refuse  from  Pontes- 
bury  has  to  be  taken  to  Old  Woods  at  present. 

The  Council  have  issued  1,300  dust-bins  for  which  7s.  6d.  a  year  each  is  charged,  This  is  a 
good  plan  as  it  ensures  that  each  house  has  a  proper  bin  in  good  working  order.  The  tips  axe 
visited  regularly  by  the  rodent  operator  and  they  are  also  sprayed  with  dressing  to  prevent  fly 
nuisance.  Approximately  3,900  tons  of  refuse  was  moved  to  the  tips  during  the  year. 
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Rodent  Control 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year,  the  Council  were  employing  two  Rodent  Control  Opera¬ 
tors,  and  it  was  hoped  that  the  gradual  cessation  of  rodent  control  activity  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  would  result  in  an  increase  in  the  number  of  premises  treated  by  this  Council.  This 
however,  did  not  prove  so  to  the  extent  which  had  been  anticipated,  and  the  services  of  the  junior 
operator  were,  most  reluctantly,  dispensed  with  in  June  1957  as  an  economic  necessity.  However, 
during  the  year,  as  farmers’  contracts  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  expired,  there  was  some 
increase  in  the  demand  for  the  service  offered  by  the  Council,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  a  total 
of  233  premises  were  being  treated,  the  majority  as  a  result  of  a  contract  between  the  Council 
and  the  Occupier.  Initially  a  monthly  inspection/treatment  service  was  in  operation,  but  owing 
to  the  reduction  in  the  field  staff,  this  was  reduced  to  two-monthly  visits,  with  more  frequent  calls 
where  necessary.  A  total  of  29  premises,  mainly  agriculture,  were  found  to  have  major  infesta¬ 
tions  of  rats,  and  3  with  major  infestations  of  mice — these  were  all  treated. 


Summary  of  Premises  treated  during  year: — 

Private  properties  .  142 

Agricult  aral  properties  .  61 

Business  etc.,  properties  .  19 

Council’s  Tips  and  Sewerage  systems  ...  11 


In  addition  a  routine  treatment  has  been  carried  out  at  all  of  the  Council’s  refuse  tips  and 
at  the  main  sewage  works  in  the  district. 

Constant  inspections  of  all  types  of  properties  to  ascertain  if  there  is  any  degree  of  infestation 
by  rodents  are  made  not  only  by  the  Rodent  Operator  but  also  by  the  Council’s  Public  Health 
Inspectors  whilst  on  their  daily  rounds  and  for  this  purpose  a  total  of  572  premises  were  inspected 
during  the  year.  It  is  hoped  that  this  work  will  progress  so  that  before  long  a  satisfactory  control 
over  rats  and  mice  will  exist  throughout  the  District. 


Samples  of  Water  Supplies 

A  total  of  42  samples  were  taken  from  the  West  Atcham  Supply  and  of  these  37  were  satis¬ 
factory  and  5  were  unsatisfactory.  From  the  Pimhill  Supply  16  samples  were  taken  of  which  15 
were  satisfactory.  Other  mains  supplies  sampled  are  as  follows: — 

No.  Sampled  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 
East  Atcham  .  8  7  1 


Buildwas 
Cross  Houses 
Condover 
Dorrington 
Leebotwood 
S’bury  Borough  Extension  (Chilton) 


2 

4 

7 

3 

2 

1 


1 

2 

7 

3 

2 

1 


1 

2 


A  further  total  of  292  samples  were  taken  from  private  supplies.  The  owners  were  advised 
in  such  cases  where  the  results  of  the  sampling  were  unsatisfactory. 

Three  samples  were  also  taken  for  chemical  analysis  and  all  three  samples  were  satisfactory. 


Water  sampling  summary: 

Bacteriological  Samples :  From  Mains  supplies  .  85 

From  Private  Supplies  (Bores,  wells,  etc)  292 
Chemical  Samples .  3 
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Public  Health  Inspector’s  Visits 

The  Chief  Inspector  reports  that  the  following  is  a  summary 
tors  during  the  year : 

Housing  Inspections  and  Maintenance 

Nuisances  . 

Visits  under  the  Housing  Acts 

Water  Supplies  . 

Drainage  . 

Refuse  Collection  . 

Inspections  of  Caravans 

Visits  under  the  Pests  Act . 

Infectious  Diseases . 

Food  Premises  . 

Milk  Supplies  . 

Inspection  of  Slaughterhouses 
Visits  re  Smoke  Abatement 
Food  Poisoning  Investigation 
Visits  under  Diseases  of  Animals  Act 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . 

Factories  . 

General  Visits  . 


of  the  visits  paid  by  the  Inspec- 

1735 

95 

.  163 

.  450 

.  109 

.  180 
39 

.  572 

21 

.  131 

22 

.  118 
6 
4 
11 
32 
59 

.  1024 


Total  Visits  .  4771 


During  the  year  one  successful  prosecution  was  taken  in  respect  of  an  owner  failing  to 
carry  out  repairs  to  a  dwellinghouse  as  required  by  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Meat 

There  are  three  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  District  but  during  the  year  slaughtering  has 
only  been  carried  out  at  one  of  these — the  one  at  Half  Way  House. 

The  following  are  particulars  of  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  and  the 
carcases  or  organs  which  have  been  condemned.  Most  of  the  butchers  now  get  their  meat  from 
the  Abattoir  at  Shrewsbury.  There  are  13  Butchers’  Shops  in  the  district. 


Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part: 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

102 

3 

442 

147 

Number  inspected  . 

102 

3 

442 

147 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cystercerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

— 

Some  part  or  organ  condemned 

2 

— 

3 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected  with  diseases 
other  than  tuberculosis  or  cystercerci  . 

2% 

— 

7% 

— 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . 

3 

Some  part  or  organ  condemned . 

— 

2 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

3% 

— 

— - 

1.4% 

Cystercercosis 

No  carcases  were  found  to  be  infected  ... 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected  with  cystercerci 

1% 

- - 

' 
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There  is  one  Knackers’  Yard  in  the  district,  situated  at  Five  Turnings,  Ford’s  Heath. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Horses  dealt  with  during  the  year: — 

Total  Horses  slaughtered  ...  25 
10  ...  in  Slaughterhouse 
15  ...  at  Farms 

10  ...  Dead  Horses’ received 


Milk 

There  are  four  Dairies  in  the  District  apart  from  farm  dairies.  The  control  of  Milk  Production 
at  farms  is  the  duty  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

A  total  of  thirty-nine  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  and  of  these  twenty -eight 
were  satisfactory  and  ten  were  unsatisfactory.  1  result  void. 

No  outbreak  of  any  Infectious  Diseases  spread  by  Milk  was  experienced. 

There  are  34  Registered  Distributors  of  milk  in  the  district. 

During  the  year,  notification  was  received  of  two  cases  of  Anthrax  occurring  within  the 
Council’s  area.  On  visiting  the  two  farms  involved,  it  was  found  that  milk  from  the  animals 
affected  had  been  mixed  with  the  other  milk  produced  on  the  farms. 

It  was  deemed  necessary  to  destroy,  by  burning,  a  total  of  347  gallons  of  milk. 

During  the  year,  three  notices  under  Section  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949, 
were  served  on  the  occupiers  of  dairy  farms  following  notification  of  the  discovery  of  tubercle 
bacilli  in  samples  of  milk  obtained  at  each  farm. 

The  infected  cattle  were  subsequently  isolated  from  the  herds  and  slaughtered:  in  the  mean¬ 
time  the  milk  produced  at  each  farm  was  heat-treated  in  accordance  with  the  notices  served. 


Ice  Cream 

There  are  48  Retailers  of  Ice  Cream  in  the  area  but  all  of  these  except  one  sell  “pre-packed” 
ice  cream.  Fifteen  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  and  these  were  reported  on  to  be  in  the 
following  categories : — 

Grade  1,  14;  Grade  2,  0;  Grade  4,  1. 

The  Grade  4  sample  was  obtained  from  a  vendor  residing  outside  the  Council’s  Area. 
Advice  was  given  in  this  case  and  a  further  sample  was  in  Grade  1. 

The  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  reports  as  follows  with  regard  to  the  number  and 
types  of  Food  Premises  in  the  District: — 


General  Stores 

83 

Fried  fish  shop 

Public  houses  . 

59 

Chemist’s  shop 

Butchers’  shops  . 

13 

School  canteens  and  dining 

Bakehouses  . 

7 

centres  . 

Creameries . 

3 

Cafes . 

Food  canning  factory 

1 

The  number  of  Food  Premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955, 
are  as  follows : — 

Fish  frying  premises .  1 

Ice  cream  retailers  .  48 

Ice  cream  manufacturer  .  ...  1 

Number  of  Dairies  registered  under  Milk 

and  Dairies  Regulations  1949-1954  ...  4 
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Number  of  inhabited  houses  . 

Number  of  Council  houses . 

Number  of  houses  completed  in  1957: 

Council  houses  . 

Private  houses  . 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  as  at  31st  December,  1957: 

Council  houses  . 

Private  houses  . 

Improvement  Grants  applied  for  and  granted  . 

Additional  houses  provided  by  the  conversion  of  older  houses 

Number  of  houses  demolished  in  1957  . 

Number  of  unfit  houses  closed  . 

Number  of  unfit  houses  made  fit  . 

Total  number  of  applications  for  Council  Houses  as  at  31st  December,  1957 


6,366 

887 

20 

42 

Nil 

36 

106 

Nil 

2 

14 

88 

428 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  CLUN 

Water  Supplies 

For  the  first  time  in  several  years  a  shortage  of  water  was  experienced  in  Clun.  The  town  uses 
some  16,000  gallons  of  water  per  day,  the  sources  are  two  springs  which  gravitate  to  a  reservoir 
which  holds  64,000  gallons.  A  borehole  near  the  reservoir  has  a  capacity  of  3,000  gallons  per  day 
and  is  only  used  when  necessary.  In  June  and  early  July  the  flow  from  the  springs  dropped  to 
10,000  per  day  and  the  borehole  was  used.  The  combined  yield  was  still  insufficient  and  the  water 
had  to  be  turned  off  at  night.  Heavy  rain  at  the  end  of  July  and  early  August  restored  the  position 
to  normal.  The  Council  have  decided  to  sink  a  new  borehole  early  in  1958  hoping  to  get  a  supply 
of  at  least  10,000  gallons  per  day. 

Shortages  were  again  experienced  in  Llanfairwaterdine  and  Newcastle.  A  contract  has  now 
been  signed  to  carry  out  the  work  of  connecting  the  mains  in  Llanfairwaterdine  to  the  Knighton 
R.D.  Council’s  Teme  Valley  supply  and  the  existing  spring  source  will  be  cut  off  since  it  is  poor 
both  in  quantity  and  quality.  The  work  of  connecting  the  borehole  at  Newcastle  to  the  mains 
permanently  has  been  approved  and  prices  are  being  obtained;  meanwhile  the  temporary  con¬ 
nection  overland  was  used  again  to  overcome  shortage  in  the  early  summer. 

Permission  has  been  obtained  to  carry  out  the  extension  of  mains  from  Aston  Pigott  to 
Aston  Rogers  and  a  contract  has  been  signed.  The  work  should  be  completed  by  June  1958. 

The  supply  to  Beambridge  from  Aston-on-Clun  has  also  been  agreed  to  and  is  proceeding 
to  the  stage  of  inviting  tenders.  Again  the  work  should  be  completed  by  early  summer. 

The  remaining  Council  supplies  were  satisfactory  in  quantity  but  samples  taken  showed 
that  some  supplies  are  liable  to  a  degree  of  pollution  at  times  of  very  heavy  rainfall. 

In  an  effort  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  water  at  Marton  new  filtering  material  is  being  put 
into  the  filter  beds. 
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Reports  on  Water  Samples 

Supply 

Total  Samples 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Clun  . 

2 

2 

— 

Clunbury 

2 

1 

1 

Chirbury  . 

2 

— 

2 

Clunton  . 

3 

2 

1 

Clungunford 

3 

2 

1 

Bucknell  . 

3 

3 

— 

Bromlow  . 

3 

1 

2 

Kempton 

2 

1 

1 

Lydham  and  More 

2 

2 

— 

Marton  . 

2 

— 

2 

Newcastle 

2 

2 

— 

Worthen  . 

2 

2 

— 

Totals 

28 

18 

10 

— 

— 

— 

In  addition  to  the  above  samples  a  total  of  127  other  samples  were  taken  from  private 
supplies  and  possible  new  sources  for  both  private  and  Council  supplies. 

The  reduction  in  number  is  due  to  the  fact  that  while  petrol  rationing  was  in  force  early  in  the 
year  an  economy  was  effected  by  taking  the  samples  less  frequently. 

A  rare  illness  occurred  in  a  very  young  child  only  about  two  months  of  age  due  to  water 
which  had  a  high  nitrate  content  being  used  for  the  child’s  feeds.  The  water  was  from  a  well  at 
Bank  House,  Aston  Rogers,  and  the  analyst  reported  a  nitrate  content  of  50  parts  per  million. 
The  safe  level  for  young  children  is  considered  to  be  20  parts  per  million.  The  child  was  very  ill 
but  recovered  readily  on  ceasing  to  be  given  the  water. 

There  are  about  790  houses  on  the  council’s  main  supplies  and  about  a  similar  number 
are  connected  to  private  water  supplies. 

The  127  samples  not  already  classified  can  be  grouped  as  follows: — 


Type  of  Source 

Number  Taken 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Proposed  new  sources : 

14 

Council  . 

21 

7 

Private 

36 

10 

26 

Existing  Supplies :  Private 

70 

19 

51 

Totals 

127 

43 

84 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Collections  are  by  private  contract  in  those  parishes  which  have  asked  for  collections  to 
organised,  they  are  paid  for  by  means  of  a  special  rate  charged  on  the  parish  concerned. 

Frequency  of  collection  varies  from  weekly  to  monthly  as  follows: — 


Clun  Parish — Clun 

Clun  Parish— Newcastle . 

Worthen  Parish — Worthen  Ward 
Lydbury  North  Parish  ... 

Stowe  Parish  . 

Clunbury  Parish . 

Vehicles  employed  are  as  shown  above. 


Weekly 

Fortnightly 

Fortnightly 

Fortnightly 

Fortnightly 

Monthly 


Tractor  and  trailer 

Tractor  and  trailer 

Lorry 

Lorry 

Lorry 

Tractor  and  trailer 


be 
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Bucknell  parish  has  a  collection  in  Bucknell  but  no  rate  is  charged,  the  contractor  collects 
money  for  each  bin  emptied  from  the  individual  concerned. 

Tips  are  sited  at: — Clun,  Totterton,  Clunbury,  Clunton,  Grimmer,  Bucknell  and  Pan- 
Punton.  They  are  somewhat  untidy  but  are  kept  free  from  rodent  infestation  and  nuisance. 


Sewage  Disposal 

The  only  sewage  disposal  plants  of  any  size  in  the  district  are  those  constructed  by  the 
Council  in  connection  with  their  housing  schemes.  There  are  23  disposal  plants  serving  from  four 

to  thirty-eight  houses,  altogether  some  230  properties  are  served. 

Maintenance  of  these  plants  is  a  difficult  task  as  they  are  scattered  over  the  whole  district  and 
are  almost  without  exception  too  small  by  today’s  standards  for  the  work  they  have  to  do. 

Schemes  exist  on  paper  for  the  sewering  of  Clun,  Wentnor  and  Kinsley  Road,  Knighton. 
All  are  very  expensive  schemes  per  property  served  and  permission  has  not  so  far  been  obtained 
to  proceed  beyong  the  outline  stage  with  any  scheme. 


Public  Health  Inspectors’  Visits 

Housing  Inspections  and  Maintenance 

Housing  Applications  . 

Nuisances  . 

Water  Supplies  and  Samples 

Drainage  Inspections  . 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  . . . 

Moveable  Dwellings  . 

Milk  Supplies  . 

Rodent  Control  . 

Infectious  Diseases . 

Meat  Inspections  ...  . 

Factories  and  Food  Premises 
Other  miscellaneous  visits  ... 


428 

71 

19 

438 

56 

37 

18 

7 

45 

26 

112 

85 

287 


Total  1,629 


Since  both  the  officers  concerned  hold  joint  appointments  many  of  the  above  visits  are 
concerned  with  Improvement  Grant  Works,  maintenance  of  water  supplies  and  Council  houses, 
and  Building  Inspections. 

During  1957  the  Council  approved  55  applications  for  improvement  Grants,  the  average 
grant  being  £270.  Grants  have  now  been  approved  for  the  improvement  of  no  less  than  182 
dwellings 

Rodent  Control 

The  work  of  destroying  rats  has  continued  throughout  the  year.  The  Council’s  operator  has 
been  kept  fully  employed  and  much  satisfactory  work  has  been  done,  particularly  on  agri¬ 
cultural  premises. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  Supply 

There  are  59  shops  of  various  categories,  many  are  general  stores,  five  are  butchers,  and  32 
sell  pre-packed  ice-cream.  The  register  has  been  compiled  and  visits  in  connection  with  the  hygiene 
regulations  will  be  made  in  1958.  Many  of  the  premises  have  no  piped  or  permanent  water  supply 
at  present.  Some  fifty  visits  were  made  during  1957. 
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Meat 

Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part: — 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

192 

— 

2 

863 

336 

Number  inspected  ...  ...  . 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

184 

— 

2 

702 

281 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  parts  or  organs 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

were  condemned 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  infected 
with  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis 

14 

or  cysticerci .  . 

Tuberculosis  only 

7.5% 

— 

50% 

0.3% 

0.35% 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  parts  or  organs 

— — 

” 

were  condemned  ...  . 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

3 

— 

“ 

2 

affected  with  tuberculosis  ... 
Cysticercosis 

1.6% 

0.7% 

Number  of  carcases  infected 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

There  are  only  two  slaughterhouses  licensed  in  the  district  and  both  are  in  Clun.  They  fall 
well  below  the  standards  laid  down  in  the  new  recommendations  and  when  these  standards  are 
brought  into  use  for  existing  slaughterhouses  it  may  well  not  be  economical  to  bring  them  up  to 
meet  the  requirements. 

Both  are  small  and  conditions  for  the  inspection  of  the  meat  could  be  much  improved. 
Milk 

No  trouble  has  been  experienced  during  the  year  other  than  that  of  finding  retailers  to 
supply  Bucknell  with  a  daily  supply  of  milk.  This  has  been  overcome  by  the  issue  of  a  supplemen¬ 
tary  licence  to  a  dealer  from  Wigmore  to  sell  T.T.  milk  in  the  area 

There  is  only  one  registered  dairy  which  is  an  overnight  store  for  pasteurised  milk  bottled  at 
Newtown.  This  dairy  supplies  the  milk  to  Lydbury  North,  Kempton,  Hopesay,  Aston-on-Clun, 
Clungunford  and  Clunbury.  There  is  an  efficient  cold  store  and  the  premises  have  always  been 
clean  when  visited. 


Ice  Cream 

There  are  no  ice  cream  manufacturers  in  the  district  and  all  ice  cream  retailed  other  than  by 
travelling  vehicles  is  pre-packed  of  well  known  brands.  No  sampling  is  carried  out  due  to  lack  of 
time  and~distance  from  laboratory.  There  are  32  retailers  of  this  pre-packed  ice-cream. 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  . 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council . 

Number  of  houses  completed  in  1957: 

Council  houses  . 

Private  houses  . 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  applied  for  and  granted 

Number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  as  at  31st  December,  1957 

Houses  under  construction  as  at  31st  December,  1957: 

Private  houses 


3,092 

257 

Nil 

10 

55 

122 

6 
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SECTION  D 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  during  the  year: 

Infectious  Diseases,  1957 


Disease 

Atcham 

R.D. 

Bishop’s 

Castle 

Church 

Stretton 

Clun 

R.D. 

Wenlock 

M.B. 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

19 

3 

5 

8 

1 

36 

Measles  ... 

312 

76 

9 

98 

64 

559 

Whooping  Cough 

59 

— 

3 

4 

84 

150 

Pneumonia 

22 

1 

7 

4 

1  1 

45 

Poliomyelitis: 

Paralytic  . 

_ 

— 

- - 

— 

2 

2 

1 

Non-paralytic 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

24 

— 

2 

— 

27 

1 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis: 

Pulmonary 

5 

— 

2 

3 

13 

23 

Non-pulmonary 

2 

— 

— 

3 

2 

7 

Encephalitis  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Totals 

461 

80 

28 

120 

179 

868 

The  total  number  of  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  the  year  was  868  and  this  was 
more  than  the  number  notified  in  the  previous  year.  This  increase  is  almost  entirely  due  to  minor 
epidemics  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  at  the  beginning  and  the  end  of  the  year. 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  in  any  of  the  Districts.  Children  can  be  immunised 
against  Diphtheria  either  by  the  family  doctors  or  at  the  Schools  or  Infant  Welfare  Centres  by 
the  Medical  Officers  of  the  County  Health  Department.  The  last  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  in 
any  of  the  Districts  were  in  the  year  1949. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  were  the  numbers  of  notified  cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  the  Registers  for  each 
of  the  Districts  as  at  the  31st  December,  1957 : 


Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Total 

District 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Atcham  R.D. 

64 

37 

11 

15 

75 

52 

Bishop’s  Castle 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Church  Stretton ... 

8 

6 

1 

2 

9 

8 

Clun  R.D. 

17 

14 

3 

4 

20 

18 

Wenlock  M.B.  ... 

66 

51 

10 

16 

76 

67 

S.W.  Salop  Districts 

155 

109 

26 

38 

181 

147 
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New  Cases  Notified 

The  following  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Total 

District 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Atcham  R.D. 

3 

2 

1 

1 

4 

3 

Bishop's  Castle  M.B. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Church  Stretton  U.D.  ... 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Clun  R.D. 

— 

3 

2 

2 

4 

Wenlock  M.B. 

7 

4 

3 

1 

10 

5 

S.W.  Salop  Districts 

12 

9 

6 

3 

18 

12 

Deaths  and  Death  Rates 

The  following  were  the  number  of  deaths  from  both  Pulmonary  and  Non-pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  during  the  year : 


- — - 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Total 

District 

M. 

F. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

F. 

Atcham  R.D. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bishop’s  Castle  M.B.  ... 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Church  Stretton  U.D. 

— 

— 

— 

Clun  R.D . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Wenlock  M.B.  ... 

1 

— 

— 

’ 

S.W.  Salop  Districts  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

The  Death  Rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  from  both  the  Pulmonary  and  Non-pulmonary 
forms  of  the  disease  were  as  follows : 


Pulmonary  Death  Rate 
Non-pulmonary  Death  Rate 
Total  Death  Rate 


S.W.  Salop 
Districts 
0.019 
0.000 
0.019 


POLIOMYELITIS 

During  the  year  one  case  of  non-paralytic  poliomyelitis  occurred  in  the  Atcham  Rural  District 
and  two  cases  of  paralytic  poliomyelitis  in  the  Borough  of  Wenlock.  The  latter  occurred  in 

different  parts  of  the  Borough.  ,  ,  , 

None  of  the  cases  had  been  immunised  against  the  disease  and  the  three  cases  recovered. 


CANCER 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer,  including  Leukaemia,  in  the  five  Districts  was 
94  This  gives  a  death  rate  of  1.867  per  1,000.  In  the  previous  year  the  number  of  deaths  was  106. 

Of  the  total  deaths  from  this  disease  18  were  in  the  lungs  or  bronchus,  all  of  winch  were 
males.  The  percentage  of  the  cases  in  the  lungs  or  bronchus  was  19.14  per  cent  (in  1956  it  was 

11.3  per  cent). 
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The  following  are  the  figures  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  and  the  death- 
rates  in  each  of  the  Districts : 


Deaths 

Death  Rates 

District 

M. 

F. 

per  1,000 

Atcham  R.D. 

8 

17 

1.134 

Bishop’s  Castle  M.B.... 

5 

2 

5.601 

Church  Stretton  U.D. 

4 

1 

1.805 

Clun  R.D. 

7 

10 

1.840 

Wenlock  M.B. 

21 

19 

2.659 

South  West  Salop 

45 

49 

1.867 

APPENDIX  I 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Disease 

Atcham 

R.D. 

Bishop’s 

Castle 

M.B. 

Church 

Stretton 

W.D. 

Clun 

R.D. 

Wenlock 

M.B. 

Total 

Heart  and  Circulatory 
Diseases 

73 

10 

20 

40 

75 

218 

Vascular  Diseases  of  Ner¬ 
vous  System  ... 

36 

3 

9 

11 

39 

98 

Malignant  Diseases 

24 

7 

5 

17 

39 

92 

Bronchitis 

11 

— 

1 

4 

19 

35 

Pneumonia 

7 

1 

1 

1 

3 

13 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

3 

1 

— 

1 

3 

8 

All  other  Accidents 

8 

1 

1 

1 

5 

16 

Leukaemia 

1 

- - 

— 

- - 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis: 

Pulmonary 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

Non-pulmonary 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

Suicide  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

All  other  causes 

25 

4 

— 

11 

24 

64 

Totals  ... 

191 

27 

37 

86 

211 

552 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  1 14  less  than  in  the  previous  year  and  the  crude  death-rate 
was  10.57  per  1,000.  The  corrected  death-rate  for  each  of  the  districts  is  given  in  the  Tables  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Report. 

The  three  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  in  previous  years  and  these  accounted  for  408  deaths 
out  of  the  total  of  552  deaths.  This  equals  73.91  per  cent  of  the  total. 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary)  was  the  cause  of  one  death  only  and  this  gives  a  very  low  death- 
rate  from  this  disease  of  0.019  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

There  were  eight  deaths  from  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  and  16  deaths  from  other  accidents. 

It  will  be  noticed  also  that  there  were  no  deaths  from  any  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Dip- 
theria,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  and  Scarlet  Fever)  which  used  to  be  the  cause  of  death  among 
young  children.  There  have  also  been  no  deaths  from  Poliomyelitis. 
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APPENDIX  n 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948 

BOROUGH  OF  BISHOP’S  CASTLE 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Defects 

found 

Defects 

remedied 

Factories  in  which  sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 

are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

10 

4 

— 

— 

Factories  in  which  section  7  is  enforced  by 

the  Local  Authority  . 

13 

4 

— 

— 

Other  premises  in  which  section  7  is  en- 

forced  by  the  Local  Authority  . 

23 

- - 

' 

Totals 

46 

8 

— 

Outworkers. — No  lists  received  and  none  sent  out. 


BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK 

Number  of  factories  on  register 
Factories  inspected  ... 

Defects  found 
Defects  remedied 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  CHURCH  STRETTON 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

19 

12 

_ 

— 

Factories  not  included;  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Authority 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . 

20 

12 

— 

— 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  ATCHAM 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities... 

8 

6 

_ 

Factories  not  included,  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

74 

49 

— 

— 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Authority  ... 

3 

4 

— 

Total 

85 

59 

— 

— 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

5 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S. 2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) — 

3 

3 

r 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes... 
Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  rela- 

ting  to  Outwork) 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

15 

14 

— 

— 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  CLUN 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections,  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities  . . . 

6 

13 

Nil 

Nil 

Factories  not  included,  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

22 

31 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  premises  in  whiqh  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Authority 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Total 

28 

44 

Nil 

Nil 

37 


V 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1 ) 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) — - 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

' 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences  rela- 

ting  to  Outwork)  ... 

— 

- - 

' 

Total 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

There  are  only  two  factories  in  the  district  which  require  a  certificate  of  means  of  escape  in 
case  of  fire.  The  first  was  inspected  and  it  has  been  agreed  that  the  necessary  certificate  be 
issued.  The  other  will  be  inspected  early  in  1958. 
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